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Nepal and India share porous border of more than 1800 km.
Surveillance across the whole border is impossible by the security
forces of Nepal and India. The traffickers take advantage of the
porous border for trafficking of women and children to India.
Considering the context, Good Shepherd International Foundation
Nepal supported the implementation of the Cross-Border Anti-
Human Trafficking Project from 2019. The concept of community-
based surveillance mechanisms was envisioned in the project so as
to engage the communities in the border districts for the surveillance
of susceptible cases of human trafficking. Opportunity Village
Nepal has already formed and mobilized protection committees on
the border areas of Rohini Rural Municipality, Marchawari Rural
Municipality and Siddharthanagar Municipality. As we emphasize
the need for community engagement in preventing human
trafficking, the concept is replicated in Lumbini Sanskritik
Municipality as well from 2022.

The members of the protection committees engaged in community-
based surveillance should have knowledge on laws and legislation
relating to human trafficking. It is inevitable for them to know the
various agencies and their jurisdictions in ensuring justice to the
survivors and victims. Most importantly, conceptual clarity amongst
the members on human trafficking is very crucial. Realizing the
need to enhance the knowledge of protection committee members as
well as stakeholders, especially security forces at the border, OVN
has developed a training manual on community-based surveillance
for the prevention of human trafficking. The manual developed in
Nepali language incorporating the local stories/ contexts and
highlighting the provisions of the Human Trafficking and
Transportation (Control) Act 2064 is very comprehensive. I strongly
believe that the manual will be a good resource for any organization
and agencies working against human trafficking, particularly for
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those whose work is focused on community-based intervention and
community engagement.

I would like to congratulate the management and project team of
Opportunity Village Nepal for developing the manual. I am equally
grateful to the consultants who invested a lot of time and effort as
well as their experiences and expertise in developing this manual.
Human trafficking is an organized crime; let us all be united too in
responding to such a heinous crime on humanity.

With Blessings and Peace

Sr. Taskila Nicholas
Country Representative
Good Shepherd International Foundation Nepal
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